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For the past 30 years the creed of neo-liberal economics has spread around the globe, affecting virtually all human
endeavour in every societal sphere. It has also become a dominant shaping force guiding education and education systems.
The neo-liberal economic revolution poses profound questions to which the entire education system in all its various
manifestations needs to respond in a reasoned and critical manner. Some of the aspects of education that are challenged are
the perceived objective of education, ways of providing education, educational leadership and management strategies and
practices, the entire management structure of education, accountability to stakeholders and role players, modes of financing
education, educational legislation and policy, curricula, and regimes of assessment in education. The themes that the
neo-liberal revolution has introduced into education are, inter alia, the profit motive, a culture of performance management
and measurement, and regimes of quality control. At the level of education scholarship, the neo-liberal economic revolution
has put in place a new research agenda privileging themes such as quality, quality control, and efficiency, while displacing
other themes such as equality in education, or equal education opportunities, which, for decades prior to the neo-liberal
economic revolution, were central concerns in education scholarship. This special issue offers a forum to scholars from all
educational disciplines to investigate, analyse and assess the impact of neo-liberal economics on education.
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